PREFACE
THE past ten years have seen the establishment, in
Iraq, of a new relation between East and West. A
naturally independent people, with a glorious
tradition in the past, has been given an unusually
short time in which to remember, after four hundred
years of subjection to alien rule, that independence
is of no value without discipline and good adminis-
tration* If this lesson has indeed been learnt, as
I believe and hope it has, the main credit is due on
the one hand to His Majesty King Feisal and the
Iraqis themselves, and on the other to the British
officers, headed by Sir Percy Cox, who have worked
with them since the experiment began* But success
could never have been achieved if it had not been
for the earlier work of two men, one of whom, caring
little for good administration, sowed in Arabia
Petraea the seeds of Arab independence, while the
other, caring little for Arab independence, laid in
Mesopotamia the foundations of discipline and
good administration.
Each of these men has published his own account
of the events in which he took so prominent a part,
and my only excuse for entering the field is that
I served with them both during the war, and
shared later in the events in London which led up
to the Iraq Treaty of 1922, when the policy was
finally adopted which culminated in the admission
of Iraq to membership of the League of Nations as
a fully independent Sovereign State. This book is a
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